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ABSTRACT: In this article, the author
encourages the use of prevention and early
intervention methods to prevent and reduce
overrepresentation of African American stu-
dents in the special education categories of
mental retardation, emotional disturbance, and
specific learning disability. The author dis-
cusses ways to adapt A. A. Ortiz's (2002) “Pre-
vention of School Failure and Early Interven-
tion for English Learners™ to meet the needs of
African American learners. The author also
provides examples of daily school practices to
improve the education of African American
learners and possibly reduce their representa-
tion in special education. as well as enhance
the quality of schooling for all students.
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Mm—e than 2.2 million children of
color are receiving special educa-
tion services in schools across the United
States (U.S. Department of Education,
2000). According to the National Research
Council, more than 14% of African Amer-
ican students are in special education,
compared with 13% of American Indian
students, 12% of White students, 11% of
Hispanic students, and 5% of Asian Amer-
ican students (Paolino, 2003). African
American students are almost three times
as likely as White students to be labeled
mentally retarded, two times as likely to be
labeled emotionally disturbed, and 1.3
times as likely to be labeled as having a
learning disability (Council for Excep-
tional Children, 2002). According to the
National Institute for Urban School
Improvement (2001), African Americans
are significantly overrepresented in the
two special education categories of high-
incidence disabilities and emotional/
behavioral disorders (Oswald, Coutinho,
Best, & Singh, 1999).

Fierros and Conroy (2002) report that
once jdentified, students of color, espe-
cially African American and Latino/His-
panic students, are more likely than White
students to be placed in restrictive educa-
tional settings. The U.S. Department of
Education, Office of Special Education
Programs (2000) report on the National
Racial Disparities in Inclusion indicates
that only 37% of African Americans,
compared 10 43% of Hispanic students
and 55% of White students, are provided
access o inclusive educational settings
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